How THE U.S. Is GOVERNED

Sovereignty of Indian Tribes

Matthew Thomas, leader of the Narragansett Indian tribe, addresses 24 eastern U.S. tribes at a
meeting in Mashantucket, Connecticut, in 2003. Like other groups, Native Americans pursue unified

political agendas.

Ederally recognized American Indlan tribes are consldered soverelgn
entlties within the Unlted States. This soverelgn status—sometlimes called
“nation-within-a-nation“—Is protected by treaty, federal law, and court
rulings. Members of tribes are not subject to state or local Income, sales,
or property taxes, and states have little power to regulate Indlans In tribal
territorles. Tribes have thelr own rule-making bodles and Judiclal systems
to settle disputes arising on tribal lands or between tribal members. While
significant, tribal soverelgnty Is not absolute; Indlans are subject to federal
taxes and to laws passed by the U.S. Congress.



